
Dear Members, and Friends of the LPS; 
 
Many thanks to Steve Cuddy for his thought provoking talk on "Using Fractals to 
Determine a Reservoir’s Hydrocarbon Distribution" at our September evening meeting,  
putting new life into his Foil function.  Our next evening meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday 23rd October, where Shahnawaz Khan will be presenting   "Application of 
borehole images in OBM from LWD tools". 
 
Our next seminar is themed "Seismic Rock Physics",  on 27th September.  We have a 
full agenda of exciting talks and registration is open now. 
 
We are looking forward to the AGM in November and forming the new LPS executive 
committee for 2019 and beyond.  There will be vacancies on the executive committee, 
so if you are a SPWLA member and you would like to volunteer some of your valuable 
time to helping to run the LPS, we would love to hear from you. Please contact Past-
President Iain Whyte - iain.whyte@tullowoil.com or me - mike.millar27@btinternet.com. 
 
With regards to the SPWLA Chapter Charter, I am very please to announce that we 
have been able to reach a reasonable and equitable agreement, thanks in no small 
measure to the hard work of the LPS executive committee, and the positive and 
constructive leadership of new SPWLA President, Zhipeng (Z) Liu.  We are also very 
close to agreeing amendments to the LPS Constitution.  Some of the amendments do 
relate to the Charter, but many are a function of the changing times, for example 
extending the role of VP Membership to include Data Protection, and revising the roles 
of VP Publications and VP Technology, and introducing a new VP Sponsorship.  We are 
also recommending proxy voting for the AGM.  Once we have buy-in from the Charity 
Commission and SPWLA, we will present the amended Constitution for the approval of 
the LPS membership.  
 
The AAPG, EAGE, PESGB and SPE are jointly hosting The Young Professionals Summit 
on 26th November 2018, comprising of a one-day conference and an evening reception. 
The YP Summit aims to tackle critical issues faced within the industry. Given the 
recent turmoil the industry has faced they are keen to focus this inaugural Young 
Professionals Summit on the oil industry of the future, what is changing and how that 
will impact the way the YP’s work.  See https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/young-
professionals-summit  for details. 
 
Mike Millar 
 
Mike Millar  - LPS President 
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The Morecambe field owes its discovery to one man. Not only was his work 
responsible for the discovery of this giant gas field, but without his work 
the exploration of the Manx basin would have been delayed for many 
years. 
 
This man is John Bains, and the SPWLA London Chapter recognised John 
with the award of its first silver medal for distinguished achievement.  
John retired in August from British Gas where he had a long and 
distinguished career as a log analyst. In 1971, he was given a set of logs to 
interpret from well 110/8-2X which had been drilled by Gulf Oil in 1969. 
What John saw in these logs was to transform British Gas.  
 
Gulf had drilled two wells on their Manx Basin blocks. The first had some 
shows and a lot of sand, but was dry.  The second 110/8-2X was also 
declared a dry hole and Gulf told the Department of Energy of its 
intentions to relinquish the acreage. 
 
Fortunately, John did see 110/8-2X as a discovery well, but his next task 
was to persuade others that he was right. In contrast to Gulf’s 20 feet of 
shows, John saw about 600 feet of hydrocarbon in the well.  
 
Once convinced the well was a major discovery, Gulf tried to renege on its 
intention to relinquish the block however the Department of Energy 
Insisted that it be released, and soon afterwards it was given to British 
Gas in an unprecedented out-of-round award.  British Gas drilled the on-
strike well, 110/2-1 in 1974 and now operates the Morecambe gas field 

John Bains (right) receives medal from SPWLA London Chapter Chairman Brian Moss 
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The Gamma Ray– Sonic composite log (left) tells the story of how the 110/8-
2X well was drilled.  On entering the top of the sand, the well had a serious 
gas kick (described as “show” on this log). It then took four days to kill the 
well and weight up the mud.  Drilling with a much heavier mud resulted in 
gas shows being supressed. The only significant show was at the top of the 
sand and the initial log interpretation put gas only in the top 20’ of this 
sand.  
 
The Laterolog resistivity log (right) shows the resistivity gradually increasing 
from less than one ohm-m at 3900’ to 20 ohm-m at the top of the sand.  The 
gas-water contact is at approximately 3870’, giving 600’ of gas bearing sand.  
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SPWLA Membership 

SPWLA has played a major global role in strengthening petrophysical 
education and strives to increase the awareness of the role petrophysics 
has in the oil and gas industry and the scientific community.  
 
The LPS is a chapter of SPWLA and we encourage you all to become 
members of our parent organisation and join the "Home" for Formation 
Evaluation and Petrophysics. 
 
Remember that professional and student membership has many benefits 
including; 
· The Petrophysics Journal  
· The new  SPWLA Newsletter magazine 
· Access to online literature resource 
· Discounted registration for two "Topical Conferences" each year 
· Access to monthly Webinars 
· Access to and use of training facilities located in Houston 
· Discounted registration for the Annual Symposium and its associated 

short courses 
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The LPS wish to extend our sincere appreciation to the   
generous companies who continue to be our Sponsors. 

 

 

Sponsor Corporate links (in alphabetical order) are: 
· Baker Hughes      www.bhge.com  
· BP       www.bp.com 

· ERCE       www.erce.energy/ 
· Gaia Earth Sciences    www.gaia-earth.co.uk 
· GE Oil and Gas     www.geoilandgas.com 

· Halliburton      www.halliburton.com 
· Nexen       www.nexencnoocltd.com 
· Oilfield Production Consultants (OPC)   www.opc.co.uk 
· Schlumberger     www.slb.com 
· Shell       www.shell.com 
· Tullow Oil PLC     www.tullowoil.com 

· Weatherford Laboratories   www.labs.weatherford.com 
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