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Dear members, and friends of the LPS, 
 
It’s been just over a week since our One Day Seminar titled “Challenging 
Reservoirs” was held on 21st September. We had a significant turnout due to 
the interest shown in the topic, and I would like to thank all the Lecturers who 
provided excellent material for the day. Feedback from this seminar has been 
very positive, and it’s heartening to see participation rise after a sluggish year. 
 
Our next event will be the Evening Meeting on Tuesday 17th October at 
6:30pm. This will be the penultimate meeting before our AGM in November 
where we shall elect a new Executive Committee. We have the honour of Prodeo 
Yao Agbouti from the University of Leeds who will discuss one of England’s 
most important aquifers, titled “Flow variation with depth in the East Yorkshire 
chalk aquifer”. Refreshments will be available, and entrance is free as always. 
 
For our technical article this month, special thanks go to one of our members 
on the Executive Committee, Joanne Tudge (VP Seminars) from Weatherford 
International Ltd. A thought-provoking article about the loss of petrophysical 
experience with the great crew change currently in progress. 
 
Our final One Day Seminar for the year will be held on Thursday 14th 
December, with the title ‘Everything Formation Testing’. This is always a 
popular topic, and I can’t believe it has been 3 years since the previous seminar 
on sampling and fluids analysis was held back in 2014! The Call for Abstracts 
is now open, so please submit your brief before 31st October. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities are now available for the SPWLA 69th Annual 
Logging Symposium, which as you are well aware by now - will be held in 
London early June 2018. This is a great opportunity to highlight your company 
and get global recognition at this prestigious event. Several different options are 
available, please see page 7 for further information on how to apply. 
 
Best Regards, 

Michael  O’Keefe 

Michael O’Keefe - LPS President 
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“Flow variation with depth in the East Yorkshire 
chalk aquifer” 

 

Presented by  

Prodeo Yao Agbotui - University of Leeds 

 

Tues 17th October 6:30pm—730pm 

 

The Geological Society, Burlington House, Picadilly  

 

Refreshments will be available from 6pm. 

Wine & Savouries will be provided after the presentation, 

which we would be delighted for you to join us for. 

- Free Entry - 

 

Full Abstract and bio available online at 

 

http://lps.org.uk/events 
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On September 21st 2017 I attended the LPS (London Petrophysical 
Society) One Day Seminar entitled “Challenging Reservoirs”, and having 
listened to many excellent talks from experienced petrophysicists and 
industry legends, I started thinking about all the different kinds of 
challenging reservoirs. Before you read any further, I should issue a 
disclaimer about this article; it is not intended to be technical in nature: 
there won’t be any of the scientific content you might be expecting to 
find. It is simply a musing on some of the things that might be 
considered “Challenging Reservoirs”, as seen from my personal 
perspective.  
 
At its most simplistic level the umbrella term of “Challenging Reservoirs” 
could be defined as “any reservoir that is not a simple Archie reservoir”, 
but we all know it’s far more complicated than that. You could even 
consider that “challenging” and “complex” reservoirs are not actually the 
same thing, and start to look at the definition from different perspectives. 
A driller or service company, for example, might consider “challenging 
reservoirs” to be those operationally difficult to drill or log, whereas a 
petrophysicist (or a geologist) might consider a reservoir challenging if it 
has interpretational complexity. Alternatively, you could take a 
completely different view: that the most challenging reservoirs are the 
ones where you have to convince management that more data is required 
in order to understand the environment and optimise the completion. 
Some may argue that this is the biggest challenge, especially as the 
industry is being continually squeezed, with fewer people expected to 
produce more, with less.  But I digress, and this article is not about the 
financial state of the industry – I shall leave that discussion to others 
better suited to offer an opinion...    
 
Even if we limit ourselves to considering petrophysically or geologically 
challenging reservoirs there are still many categories to choose from, for 
example - shaly sand reservoirs, tight gas reservoirs,  the entire 
discipline of unconventional reservoirs, fractured basement reservoirs - 
to name but a few. Some may argue that thin beds, about which we 
heard several presentations during the One Day Seminar, are the most 
challenging reservoir to be dealt with today and a lack of understanding 
how to deal with thin beds correctly has, historically, led to a significant 
by-pass of reserves... a topic for another article perhaps? But, if we take 
any of these definitions of “challenging reservoirs”, can we not boil them 
down to the most basic level – A reservoir could be considered 
challenging if it is something not encountered by you, personally, before 
-a scenario or situation where you have no experience, or have not dealt 
with such a situation up to this point in your career. Is this not where 
the biggest “challenges” arise today?  
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Consider such a scenario where, for example, a junior petrophysicist 
runs their analysis and doesn’t recognise that shoulder-effects are 
causing what looks like a small gas saturation at the top of a sandstone 
bed. Without the benefit of access to a more experienced petrophysicists 
with which to discuss the results, how would they to know this is even a 
possibility? (Assuming they did not have the benefit of attending Iain 
Whyte’s talk…) Following on from this, if they do then recognise the 
issue, and work to find a solution are they not in danger of re-solving a 
problem that has long since been solved? In essence, could a whole 
generation of petrophysicists be doomed to repeat all the mistakes of 
their previous generation counterparts and reinvent the petrophysical 
wheel? 
 
Which brings me to my conclusion, Roddy Irwin, in his excellent 

introductory talk, asked the question “Is the knowledge gap currently in 

the industry actually its biggest challenge?” and, from the perspective of 

someone who, might themselves, be considered at the lower end of the 

age gap, the answer to this question is most definitely yes… And possibly 

the real question I should be asking here is – “What, as a community, can 

we do to address this?”  … Answers on a postcard, please…   
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 Formation Evaluation of Conventional Reservoirs  
 Formation Evaluation of Unconventional Reservoirs 
 Europe Formation Evaluation   
 Reservoir Characterization Case Studies 
 Completion Petrophysics  
 New Borehole Logging Technology 
 High Angle/Horizontal Well Evaluation and Real-

Time Decision Making 
 Reservoir and Production Surveillance   
 Complex Reservoirs and New Play Types 

 Oil and Gas Data Science and Analytics 

 
We welcome submissions of all types, such as case 
studies, new interpretation techniques, novel tools, 

and reviews of industry practices. 
 

Abstracts must be submitted online no later than 
Monday, 30th October 2017 

 

www.SPWLA2018.com 
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The benefits of participating in the industry’s largest 

gathering of Petrophysicists and Formation Evaluation 

Specialists include: 

 

 Exposure to a large local, national and international 

audience of decision makers 

 Opportunities to raise your company’s profile 

amongst a valuable target audience 

 Recognition of your organization’s demonstrated 

involvement, commitment and support of the 

industry  

 Opportunities for your staff to exchange ideas and 

discuss constantly evolving technologies with their 

professional peers  

 Valuable insights, information and exposure to the 

latest technical and marketing developments, in the 

presentations and posters, and in the Exhibits Hall  

 

Check out our website for a full list of Symposium 
sponsorship opportunities or contact; 

 
Dr. Kate Hatfield,  Sponsorship Committee Chair 

www.SPWLA2018.com 
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The SPWLA International Student Paper Contest 2018 

has been announced! 

 
For details on how to enter please visit the Student 

Papers page on the website; 
 

www.SPWLA2018.com 
 

Monetary awards will be given to the top presenters 
within each category undergraduate, M.Sc., and Ph.D. 

for both oral and poster contests. 
 
 

Tim Pritchard, Chair of the Student Paper Contest 
Committee 

 

Zoya Heidari, SPWLA VP-Education 
 

 

 



9  

 

9 London Petrophysical Society: Newsletter 2017-09 www.lps.org.uk 

 

Technology 

Dawn Houliston 

dawn.houliston@uk.bp.com 

 

Seminars 

Joanne Tudge 

joanne.tudge@eu.weatherford.com 

 

Membership 

Sharan Dhami 

sharan.dhami15@imperial.ac.uk 

 

External Liason 

Brian Moss  

bpmossy@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter 

Jenny Rastogi 

JRastogi@slb.com 

 

Publications 

Carole Reynaud 

creynaud@uk.perenco.com 

 

Website 

Anne Denoyer 

anne.denoyer@gmail.com 

 

 

 

This benchmark training course will teach you how to evaluate 
reservoirs and quickly identify flawed results. 
 
Robust reserves and simulation are achieved by the logical, systematic 
integration of all relevant data.  A quality interpretation is extremely cost-
effective compared with data acquisition or development mistakes and 
essential with today’s complex reservoirs and data sets. Integration 
replaces the need to run expensive, irrelevant logs, explains apparent data 
conflicts and provides the correct answer faster, strengthening your 
position as an operator and geoscientist. By contrast, stand-alone log 
analysis often results in wrong decisions and weakens your position in the 
eyes of your business partners and management. 
 
This course, evolved over 25 years of petrophysical consulting and 
training, demonstrates how robust answers are achieved by the 
systematic, logical integration of diverse data. Pay and reserves are 
addressed first by Quick Look Log Analysis and then by a disciplined, 
logical process to optimize the interpretation of Porosity, Saturation, 
Permeability and Fluid Contacts – the basis of Reserves. Low Contrast 
Pay, clastics and carbonates are evaluated by straight forward integration 
techniques which outperform log analysis with direct, plain to see results. 
The integration of Mudlogs, LWD, Wireline, Facies, Rock Types, SCAL, 
NMR, Dielectric and MDTs etc are explained via the author’s 28,000 core 
plug PetroDB-WEB software. Finally, the crucial Petrophysics to Geomodel 
checks are clearly set out. 
  
This course is a condensed package of powerful integration 
techniques. It uses an interleaved sequence of lectures, micro-practicals, 
IP & Geolog demos, movies and workshops to convey a flexible and very 
powerful petrophysical method. It’s manual provides a comprehensive and 
lasting benefit to the novice and experienced student alike. This course 
was the first public petrophysics integration course (Jan 1990) and 
remains The Benchmark Petrophysics Course today.  

Do not be fooled by imitations!  
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The LPS wish to extend our sincere appreciation to the   

generous companies who continue to be our Sponsors. 

 

 

Sponsor Corporate links (in alphabetical order) are: 

 Baker Hughes      www.bhge.com  

 BP       www.bp.com 

 Gaia Earth Sciences    www.gaia-earth.co.uk 

 GE Oil and Gas     www.geoilandgas.com 

 Halliburton      www.halliburton.com 

 Nexen       www.nexencnoocltd.com 

 Oilfield Production Consultants (OPC)   www.opc.co.uk 

 Schlumberger     www.slb.com 

 Shell       www.shell.com 

 Tullow Oil PLC     www.tullowoil.com 

 Weatherford Laboratories   www.labs.weatherford.com 
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